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I marched beneath the crimson sky,
. Unsure if I would live or die.
A letter home clutched in my pack,
Dreaming of the day I'd come back.

The mud was cold, the nights were long,
Yet in my chest, a steadfast song.

For love of home, for fields of green,

I fought for peace I'd never see.




After being away for just over two weeks to attend the clergy conference and
then see my family and friends in The Netherlands, the first thing | noticed
when | got back to The Vicarage was.... No, not the amount of luggage that
needed unpacking or the laundry that needed doing... It was the smell: do you
remember that cold musty smell when you get back from holiday?

But it made me think about smells, and how evocative scents are.

Who doesn't remember the smell of their or their (Grand)mother’s favourite
perfume? The smell of freshly baked bread, grass that has just been cut, and the
salty air at the seaside?

Smells remind us of our life journey, of the people we've known, and the
places we've been. And smells by way of incense are used in churches and
cathedrals too - although not in any of the churches in this Benefice. The book
of Revelation in the Bible describes incense as ‘prayers of the people’ which
rise up to heaven (Rev 5.8), and we can use scents as ways to remind ourselves
of, or connect to God and God's creation. At this time of year, the smell of the
autumn leaves is in the air. And if we can’t go out, then maybe we have scented
candles or incense for use at home. If praying with words is difficult, scents

can help. No words needed, just attention to and an awareness of what we

can smell and the memories this scent brings up. Do you use scent as a way

of praying, sending unspoken words of the heart into God's presence? Is it
something you'd like to try?

| have now unpacked and the musty smell has been replaced by that of fresh
laundry - another one of my favourites! What are your favourite scents, and what
memories are associated with them?

Peace and blessings to you all,

Lbe

-

Chunch sewsices - Vovemben
Sunday 2nd November 9.30am ® Morning Worship at Tredington

Sunday 9th November Remembrance Day 10.30am e Act of Remembrance
and Holy Communion at Stoke Orchard

Sunday 16th November 9.30am e Holy Communion at Tredington
Sunday 23rd November 9.30am ® Holy Communion at Stoke Orchard

Sunday 30th November 10am e Benefice Communion at Deerhurst
\_ with Archdeacon Katrina
N\




“4} Stoke Orchard & 3 f‘%‘;
- \5 e

Tredington Parish Council
Parish Councillors from May 16th 2025 are:-

Cllr Alan Macdonald (Chairman) ® Councillor Sue Shorrock (Vice chair),
Cllr Andrew Troughton e Clir James Gilder e Cllr Tim Juckes
Cllr Graham Ferguson e Clir George Fairbairn

Contact Details - through the Clerk: Mrs Michelle Hinde
Email: clerk@stokeorchardandtredington-pc.gov.uk
Minutes of Past Meetings are to be found on the Parish Council Website.

Notice of Stoke Orchard and Tredington Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Wednesday November 5th, 2025
at 7pm at the Community Centre, Stoke Orchard and will be held according to
standard Parish Council Meeting regulations. The Council will continue the Clerks
special Powers Facility invoked for Covid Regulations for the foreseeable future.

www.stokeorchardandtredington.org.uk

Dear Resident,

Ah the nights are drawing in and thoughts are turning to all things wintry,
Halloween, fireworks and Christmas! That's not to mention the extra hour in bed in
the mornings! & We have several events on at the community centre so please do
support if you can.

e Regarding the solar application received from solar company llos, residents
held a meeting at the hall on the 23rd of October. A useful debate was had
and an approach to this agreed by the community. As always, an interest and
response from us as individuals counts greatly in whether this goes ahead or
not. The Parish Council will comment separately on the issue. Do keep an eye
out in this newsletter and on the Residents of Stoke Orchard Facebook page
for further information.

e The Parish Council had further discussions with the applicant proposing the
application to build 102 houses on land by the solar farm in Stoke Orchard, at
which some of our concerns were attempted to be addressed. One assumes
he will go back to TBC with some alterations to their plans. However, nothing
has changed in the Parish Council’s position and the concerns we have remain
as before. These include main infrastructure issues such as drainage, roads,
school placings and community cohesion.

¢ | do hope that by the time you read this that the new community shop will have
opened its doors. You may have seen the frenetic activity in the latter weeks
of October, and | can vouch for the other unseen work going on behind the
scenes. Boy, are they all hard workers. From the posts on Facebook, it is very
eagerly awaited. It has been a long haul, not just for the PC, but also for Arsh.
As you may have seen, it is his brother Mani who will be in charge here, and I'm



sure we will welcome him into
our community. | know | can't wait
to use them, and from having
shopped at their other store

in Gotherington, some of their
prices are so good, why drive to

a supermarket! I'm sure it will be
so well used and will justify their
faith and considerable investment in our neighbourhood. We wish them well. |
wonder how much different it will be?

e The Attic room from Gravity Fitness is progressing with the usual fine tuning of
the lease by the lawyers. | would hope we can get things signed by the end of this
month. Suzanne and John have exciting plans for this room so watch this space.

e The area under the swings should have been completed
with the new wetpour surface in time for half term at the
end of October. Our thanks go to Tim Juckes and to Steve
Topham for doing the prep work for this and for saving the
PC valuable money in the process. &

g(/aua@ﬁ@@cfmmz%@%/

Recycling & Waste Collection Dates for November 2025 - Stoke Orchard & Tredington

BLUE Thursday 1th Thursday 27th Thursday 11th Dec

GREEN Thursday 6th Thursday 20th Thursday 4th Dec

Vicar Revd llse Ferwerda 01452 780880 | apperleypriest@gmail.com

Assistant Priest Rev. Kay Mundy 01452 780634 | therevkaymundy@gmail.com
Church Warden Tessa Mills 01684 216563

Reader and Young Mrs Vivienne Troughton, | 01684 293540
People’s Church Tredington

Tredington Primary Head Mrs Emily Watton | 01684 293617 | Head TPS.glatrust.org.uk
School

Tredington Church Hall/" IZEllNIEES 01684 292143 | tredingtonvillagehall@gmail.com
Village Hall

Stoke Orchard Community ENLCH@[Elele! 01242 680941 | info@stokeorchard.org
Centre Bookings

REQUEST FOR HELP AND DONATIONS \
the TRUSSELL TRUST TEWKESBURY shopping list for food bank. As we are
trussell able to shop at places like Bookers, a monetary donation would be much
trust appreciated right now. BACS details are as follows:

Stop UK Hunger Tewkesbury Foodbank, sort code 30-91-87, account no 52870560 )
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NEW ENGAGEMENT FOR THE STRATEGIC
AND LOCAL PLAN GOES LIVE

A new phase of engagement for the Strategic and Local Plan (SLP) begins on
Monday, 20 October 2025.

The SLP is the shared development plan that will set out the most effective way to
manage growth and house building for Cheltenham Borough, Gloucester City
and Tewkesbury Borough over the next 20 years.

Drawing on the insights and feedback gathered during the initial engagement in
2024, this is another important opportunity for residents, businesses, and partners
to have their say on the future of our area.

Alistair Cunningham, Chief Executive of Tewkesbury Borough Council and Senior
Responsible Officer for the SLP, said: “The Strategic and Local Plan will set out
where new housing should go, what kind of homes are needed, what jobs and
growth we're aiming for, and the infrastructure required to support it all, whilst
protecting the natural and historic environment.

“That includes things like community facilities, flood mitigation, roads and cycle
paths, green spaces, sewerage - everything that makes growth sustainable and
works for the people who live here. That's why your input really matters. We want
this to be shaped by the community, not just imposed on it.”

People can explore topic papers and evidence studies, and sign up for
notifications about the new papers as they are released, at strategiclocalplan.org.

The topic and evidence papers will cover subjects including: the future role of the
city and the towns in the area, how many new homes are needed, and how to
support economic growth and jobs for people alongside infrastructure needs.

Some of the topic papers and key evidence papers are for information and
awareness, and some will invite people to provide feedback on their content.
Each paper will be open for a six-week period.

Workshops will also be held to gather views from groups such as town and parish
councils, and local business leaders in housing and economic development.

The programme of online engagement will include short films from leading
industry experts who will introduce new subjects.

Engagement runs until June 2026, with pre-submission of the plan to
government in July 2026, and the final submission in October/November 2026.

Notes: As part of the Government's ambitions to increase housebuilding nationally, the timetable to
produce local planning policy has been brought forward. Cheltenham Borough, Gloucester City and
Tewkesbury Borough councils have been working on a shared development plan for the area - the
Strategic and Local Plan (SLP), with a timeline for its production agreed in 2023 as set out in its
approved Local Development Scheme (LDS).

The SLP will plan for the most effective way to manage growth and housebuilding in the area.



It is important that the SLP councils are decisive in responding to the Government expectations and
clearly set out how the needs for development will be met whilst protecting the areas of value and
their character and culture.

The SLP has already carried out engagement on Regulation 18 - spatial options and key policy areas,
as well as housing and economic land assessment. These engagement pieces were completed in
March 2024. Over 1,000 people took part online and in person. This feedback has been reviewed and
used to help inform the new engagement. More information about the 2024 engagement can be
found on the SLP website.

The draft SLP will be submitted to the planning inspectorate by August 2026 and will then be
examined publicly, offering a further opportunity for people to have their say.

Laura Carter, Communications Officer, Transformation
Tewkesbury Borough Council, 01684 272193, tewkesbury.gov.uk

ILOS

ENERGY

Solar exhibition at Stoke Orchard
Community Centre

Wednesday 12th November
3-7pm

Solar park on land at the south
west side of Mill Lane

ILOS New Energy UK Ltd. will be on hand to display
their plans, answer any queries and see your views on d
proposed solar PV development. Everybody welcome.

Call: 07943 841455
Email: contactuk@ilos-energy.com
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LEST WE FORGET...

Of the millions of stories of sacrifice and loss to come out of the ’
First World War, perhaps George Edwin Ellison’s is the
most moving.

By the autumn of 1918, the native of Leeds, England was
something of a legend among his squad mates; the 40-year-
old career soldier was still alive and kicking after four punishing
years of trench warfare. It was no small accomplishment for

a Tommy on the Western Front. After all, the British Army

had been effectively wiped out and reconstituted with fresh
volunteers and conscripts several times over since the start of
the conflict.

As a member of the 5th Irish Lancers, Ellison fought in the BEF's first actions in 1914
and would go on to survive the bloody slaughter at Ypres, Armentiéres, Loos and
Cambrai. Tragically, it was on the war's very last day that the middle-aged private’s
luck finally ran out. At precisely 9:30a.m. local time, Nov. 11, 1918 - George Edwin
Ellison perished in a firefight while on patrol in western Belgium. His death came just
four hours after the war-ending Armistice was signed at Compiégne; but 90 minutes
before the 11 o'clock ceasefire was to go into effect.

Ironically, the ill-fated trooper fell near Mons, the site of his very first battle way
back in 1914. Four years later, British generals had ordered an assault on the town
knowing full well that the war’s end was at hand. They believed depriving the enemy
of the ground upon which England had suffered its first defeat _

of the conflict was a symbolic triumph too rich to pass up.

Ellison was laid to rest in a small military cemetery near the town.
By a strange coincidence, his plot is adjacent to the grave of the
very first British soldier to be killed in the war — A 16 year-old
private from the 4th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment named John
Parr. Sadly, Ellison wasn't the only one to fall in the conflict’s final
hours. In fact, out of the war’s more than 22 million casualties,

a staggering 11,000 were killed or wounded during that last
morning of fighting.

Despite the fact that commanders on both sides knew as early as 5:30a.m. that the
war would end in less than six hours, many generals ordered their troops to fight
on. Some hoped to secure additional ground in case the cease-fire collapsed later;
others simply wanted to land a few final blows on the enemy. A number of artillery
units ordered barrages that morning for no other reason than to avoid having to lug
crates of unused ordnance to the rear once the guns were silent.

Private First Class Augustin-Joseph Trébuchon was the last Frenchman to die in
action during the so-called War to End All Wars. With the cease-fire only 15 minutes
away, the former shepherd and 1914 volunteer was making for the Allied lines along
the Meuse River clutching what he believed was a vital communiqué. At precisely
10:45, a sniper’s bullet rang out killing the 40-year-old Trébuchon instantly. The



message he carried read: "“Muster at 11:30 for food. “More
than 90 other men from the same unit died that morning in
heavy fighting. It's unclear how many Germans perished in
the action.

Just moments before 11a.m., a 25-year-old Canadian
infantryman from Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan named George
Price was shot dead while chasing a section of retreating
Germans through the streets of the Belgian town of Ville-
Sure-Haine. After briefly taking cover in a small cottage, the
young private darted out into the road in hot pursuit of the
enemy and was struck in the chest
by a rifle round. It was 10:58a.m.

At almost the same moment 230km
to the south in the Meuse Argonne
sector, a 23-year-old American
private named Henry Gunther

was single-handedly charging an
enemy machine gun nest. The
Baltimore native and son of German
immigrants had been drafted

into the U.S. Army a year earlier.
After serving as a supply sergeant,
Gunther was busted to private when
a military censor reported him for
criticizing the war in a letter home.
Determined to win back his stripes, Gunther spent the final weeks of the conflict
volunteering for dangerous assignments. With the war's end just seconds away, the
former bookkeeper fixed his bayonet and sprinted towards an enemy position as his
comrades stayed in their foxholes. The Germans opposite the Allied lines realized
that peace was at hand and frantically tried to wave off the advancing doughboy. As
the American closed to within grenade-throwing range, they had no choice but to
open fire. Henry Gunther died at 10:59a.m. He was posthumously restored to the
rank of sergeant and awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

In all, more than 4,000 Germans also became casualties in the war’s final morning.
There seems to be no clear
indication of which of them
was the last to fall. Some
speculate that it might have
been a lieutenant by the name
of Tomas. According to one
account, the young officer

was struck down in a hail of
gunfire by U.S. troops several
minutes after the truce while
attempting a parlay. His killers
were supposedly unaware that
it was after 11a.m.
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* This November marks three years of our lovely -

Stoke Orchard Baby & Toddler Group

at the Community Centre - and what a
wonderful three years it’s been!

We meet every Wednesday morning,
9:30-11am, and everyone's welcome
- we have a lovely mix of parents,
grandparents, childminders and
nannies that attend. There are lots
of toys to keep little ones busy,
healthy snacks for the children, and
a hot drink with homemade cake
for the grown-ups
(always a treat!).

It's a really friendly, relaxed group
with a warm community feel. The park
right outside is perfect for a play
afterwards, and there's plenty of free
parking too.

No need to book - just come along
and join the fun! £7 per family.



Tredington & Stoke Orchard
News for November 2025

TREDINGTON & STOKE ORCHARD WI will next meet on Tuesday, November
11th at 7.30pm in Tredington Village Hall when we will be having our AGM
followed by a Fish & Chip Supper. The people who were at the October meeting
have already ordered & paid for their supper, so if you were not there but hope to
be at the AGM please contact Gill or Julie. Drinks will be provided but if you would
like soft drinks please bring your own.

00 0 0000000000000 00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000C00C0O0COCK O

TREDINGTON & STOKE ORCHARD GARDENING CLUB are holding their

AGM & social evening on Monday,17th November at 7.30pm. We hope as
many members as possible will attend & bring with them a small plate of finger
food to share. Drinks will be provided . This will be our last meeting of the year so
we wish everyone a Very Happy & Healthy Christmas & look forward to seeing you
in January 2026 - Monday,19th at 7.30pm.

00 0 0000000000000 00 00 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000C00C0O0COCK O

TREDINGTON VILLAGE HALL Ve

COMMITTEE held a very successful

Whist Drive on Friday, November 3rd. P 0 E T S c 0 R N E R
We have decided to hold an The Village Within by Edgar Guest

Afternoon Tea & Cake Whist Drive

on Thursday November 13th from In the bustling city or quiet countryside,

2 - 4pm. This is for people who would There lies a village where hearts coincide.
like to learn or improve their Whist Avillage within, of neighbours and friends,
but also anyone who would like to Whose support and love knows no ends.
spend a relaxing winter afternoon In each smiling face and helping hand,

playing cards in Tredington Village
Hall! The price will be £5 & to book
you place please ring Paddy on

We find the essence of community’s strand.
Through joys and sorrows, we stand as one,

01684 294053. If this is a success we The village within, where acceptance is won.
will try hold more sessions during It takes a village, they say, to raise a child,
the winter months. But it takes a community to keep dreams wild.

Together we grow, through highs and lows,
Nurturing each other, love steadily flows.
So let us cherish this village we share,

In unity and connection, we all declare.
For the strength of our community will
never wane,

The village within, forever we'll sustain.

A\ J
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Sunday 30th November - 4- Gpm i

Come and join us for the start of the Christmas
| festivities, Father Christmas will be officially
' switching on Community Centre Christmas: Lights
Music from Tewkesbury Town Band |
Enjoy a Mulled Wine & Mince pie
Hot Chocolate & Marshmallows .
Christmas Tombola F.
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Great EIf Hunt
Startmg Saturday 5th December
~_ until Friday 18th December /ﬂ;_,‘

Can you flnd Santas Missing Elves hiding within 3
the V|Ilage and win a pmze' ; ,

i

Christmas Pub nght jom us ‘|

' for a Christmas Quiz Night!

Friday 18th December il

Don't forget toweanyour

Christmas dumpeps' ,

Chrigtmas Hamper Raffle
Doors open at 6.30pm,

Quiz starts at 7pm




‘ Stoke Orchard ‘
Community Centre

MONDAY WEDNESDAY

ZUMBA 9.30-10.30am STOKE ORCHARD BABY AND TODDLER
Michele.darnell@btinternet.com GROUP 9.30-11am

*NEW AFTERSCHOOL SPORTS CLUB - 12/11/25 - ILOS SOLAR FARM
MULTISPORTS* 4-5pm DEVELOPMENT 3-7pm

Community Sports foundation Proposal afternoon to the community.

For more information contact Rich, email

communitysportsfoundation@outlook.com THURSDAY

CHILL DANCE ACADEMY 6-7pm CHILL DANCE 5.45-6.45pm

Chloe 07972 350896 Chloe 07972 350896

TUESDAY 06/11/25 - U3A SCIENCE GROUP 2-4pm
PILATES BY CHARLOTTE 9.30-10.30am FRIDAY

Pilatesbycharlotte@gmail.com
GRAVITY FITNESS - PILATES 9.30-10.30am

CHILL DANCE 4.30-5.25pm gravityfitness@live.co.uk

Chloe 07972 350896

TRED TRAINING Kettles 6.30pm SUNDAY

Hog Pi!aFeS 7.20pm TRED TRAINING Kettle Bell HIIT 9am
tredtraining@outlook.com Body Weight HIIT 9.30am

CHILL DANCE 8pm  Chloe 07972 350896  tredtraining@outlook.com

18/11/25 - USAARTAPPRECIATION ~ 30/11/25 - CHRISTMAS LIGHT
i SWITCH ON 4-6pm

Volunteer Corner

Volunteers make the world a better place
Can you help us?

We are looking for new Volunteers to join our events committee. Theres no
big commitment, we are welcome of any time somebody can spare to help us
provide activities within our community. Some of what we do....

Quarterly meeting to plan what's happening at the hall ¢ Help promote events
Set up the hall or outside space for community events
Help organise a raffle or tombola ® Help us on Pub Nights

Many employers within the area now give employees allocated time to
volunteer, check if you are entitled to time to help your local community.

If you can help, please call or message Nikki — 07437 533132.



Parish Church of
St James the Great,
Stoke Orchard

In Stoke Orchard we are a surrounded

by such history, and preservation of this
is so important, The Church of St James
the Great has previously undergone
conservation of the interior to preserve
the amazing murals within, The Incredible
Grade 1 listed building is now in need of
essential works to the exterior,

Essential repairs to Stoke
Orchard Church

The PCC for Tredington and Stoke
Orchard have identified the need for
significant restoration and repairs to
Stoke Orchard church.

The work will involve re-roofing the Nave
(the largest area of the church), repairs
and limewashing external walls and
relaying sections of drainage.

Our architects have put together a
schedule of works and issued tender
requests to contractors with suitable
experience in undertaking such work.

Once all the necessary permissions

have been obtained and the quotations
considered, we will be able to further our
fundraising and agreeing a timescale

for the work.




November 7th 2025

Stoke Orchard
Community Centre

7.00pm - 10.00pm

Tickets £2.50/ person
Maximum of 6 people in a team

For tickets, contact Tracey Radford
07769 312977

All proceeds in aid of a new roof
for Stoke Orchard Church

e Pay Bar °



Fast, friendly and reliable print and design
solutions at a price to suit all budgets.

Brochures | Invites | Posters | Flyers | Order of Services
Banners | Business Cards | Design | Artwork

Finnick House | Longhill | Cheltenham | Gloucestershire | GL519TB
01242 518191 | sales@typecraft.co.uk | www.typecraft.co.uk



