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August sees the start of the all-important harvest celebrations: Lammas, the 
blessing of the first grain harvest. After the prolonged spell of hot dry weather 
we’ve had, there may not be as much to harvest as usual, or at the usual time. 
It’s a difficult and uncertain time for those who take care of the land and all that 
grows on it. 
The ‘big’ harvest services are being planned for October, but on the first Sunday 
of August we’ll remember Lammas at the services in church. The Bible readings 
for that day remind us of what happened when the Israelites were travelling 
through the wilderness: God provided manna, enough for each for every 
day, and they were to gather only enough manna for the day to come. Our 
instinct is always to have extra, ‘just in case,’ and many of us are in the fortunate 
position of having a fridge, freezer, and/or larder to store extra supplies. But 
then the reading from the letter to the Corinthians says this: “The one who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will reap 
bountifully.” Bountiful harvests need to be stored somewhere… and they are 
only bountiful as long as the weather doesn’t disturb things too much… but I 
wonder if there are other things we can ‘sow’ too: friendliness, neighbourliness, 
care, support, being available when someone needs a listening ear or helping 
hand? I know these things are present in our village communities in very 
bountiful supply indeed; they do not need any literal space to be stored, those 
‘supplies’ are simply part of who we are; and they are definitely worth sowing, 
remembering, and celebrating. 
Keep an eye out for the Harvest services later this year, and do come along to 
the Lammas services on the first Sunday this month if you’d like to remember 
Lammas, give thanks for this first harvest and for those who take care of the land 
and all that grows on it, and pray for them.
Peace and blessings to you all, 

Ilse

“The one who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will reap bountifully.”



Stoke Orchard &  
Tredington Parish Council

Parish Councillors from May 16th 2025 are:-
Cllr Alan Macdonald (Chairman)  •  Councillor Sue Shorrock (Vice chair), 

Cllr Andrew Troughton  •  Cllr James Gilder  •  Cllr Tim Juckes
Cllr Graham Ferguson  •  Cllr George Fairbairn

Contact Details – through the Clerk: 
Mrs Michelle Hinde  –  Email: clerk@stokeorchardandtredington-pc.gov.uk
Minutes of Past Meetings are to be found on the Parish Council Website.

Notice of Stoke Orchard and Tredington Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Wednesday September 3rd, 2025 

at 7pm at the Community Centre, Stoke Orchard and will be held according to 
standard Parish Council Meeting regulations. The Council will continue the Clerks 
special Powers Facility invoked for Covid Regulations for the foreseeable future.

www.stokeorchardandtredington.org.uk

Dear Resident,
School holidays are here again, and for some of us it’s a masterclass in logistical 
juggling, with job and childcare to organise. However, I’m sure there are vacations 
to look forward to, and at least the weather/ heatwaves are allowing us to live the 
outdoor life!  
•	� The fencing round the open space on the Orchard Estate is now crumbling 

in places after some 11 years. As per PC regulations, three quotes have been 
sought and a contractor picked. The work should be done by the end of this 
month.

•	� On the back of a report by Tredington flood warden Richard Chatham, the 
council succeeded in arranging a meeting with Andy Bayliss from Severn Trent. 
We broached several concerns with him and the meeting served to give us a 
much greater understanding of the issues and complications that would allow 
us to resolve them.

•	� Sadly, the grant we applied for from Enovert Community Trust for a twin 
EV charging point at the Community Centre was refused. We are very 
disappointed, as it was a lot of work putting the application together. The 
reasons given were that they were over-subscribed and that we had had a 
grant awarded previously for the solar batteries. We will continue to explore 
options to fund this community service.

•	� Work on our new shop should commence this month. Hopefully, with no 
hiccups it should be up and running soon. Arsh, from Gotherington Stores has 
asked for ideas from residents on social media, so it’d be great to see if all of 
our suggestions are provided for!



•	� The area under the swings in the playpark is deteriorating. We have fenced off 
the worst bit and as per regs again, have sought three quotes to get the area 
done in the rubberised surface that is under the glider. The quotes for doing 
the groundworks are astronomical so Cllr Gilder and others are exploring the 
means by which we can do it for a fraction of the cost.

•	� We also had the manufacturer of the glider attend to check it over, and he 
has replaced and repaired several areas that were either cracking or had 
broken. All that is needed now is a fresh coat of paint. Nikki, our hall manager 
is sourcing the correct shades, and we hope to have a volunteer day soon to 
make it looking like new again. 

•	� The Land by the Chapel area continues to be challenging in trying to control the 
horse tail invasion. We have asked for more regular cutting and Cllr Shorrock 
has been using weed control spray. The dry weather also hasn’t been the best 
conditions for the newly planted trees, but Chapel owner Paul Duncliffe has 
allowed us to use his water supply to keep them alive. We have asked the 
contractor to do the ditch bank also the next time he cuts, but please if anyone 
fancies doing anything to help there, we would love to hear from you.

Have a good month all!

Sunday 3rd August 9.30am  •  Morning Worship for Lammas at Tredington
Sunday 10th August 9.30am  •  Holy Communion at Stoke Orchard 

Sunday 17th August 9.30am  •  Holy Communion at Tredington
Sunday 24th August 9.30am  •  Holy Communion at Stoke Orchard
Sunday 31st August 10am  •  Benefice Communion at Tredington,  

with organist Ian Fox.

Church services – August

Vicar Revd Ilse Ferwerda 01452 780880 apperleypriest@gmail.com

Assistant Priest Rev. Kay Mundy 01452 780634 therevkaymundy@gmail.com

Church Warden Tessa Mills 01684 216563

Reader and Young 
People’s Church

Mrs Vivienne Troughton, 
Tredington

01684 293540

Tredington Primary  
School

Head Mrs Emily Watton 01684 293617 Head.TPS.glatrust.org.uk

Tredington Church Hall/
Village Hall

Frank Juckes 01684 292143 tredingtonvillagehall@gmail.com

Stoke Orchard 
Community Centre 
Bookings

Nikki Clegg 01242 680941 info@stokeorchard.org



Stoke Orchard 
Community Centre

ANNUAL COMMUNITY DAY 
6th SEPTEMBER 2025 

1PM-5PM

This is a Celebration of our community and no better 
place to do this but at the Community Centre ! 

Join us for a family fun afternoon 
   

• Tombola & Raffle
• Face Painter 

• Traditional Games
• Bar & Refreshments

• Food Van  

Come along with 

your Friends and 

 Neighbours





Lest we foRget...



SHOP UPDATE
It’s been sometime now since the shop closed and 
we have all realised how much we missed the shop 
being open.
We have had an update,  Arsh the new leaseholder 
of the shop along with his family will be starting 
renovations soon with a hope to opening 
September, maybe earlier depending on works 
progress, The building remains the property of the 
Parish Council and the Sohal family have signed a 
lease to be here for many years to come, they are looking forward to opening their 
new shop in Stoke Orchard and offering a great provision to the community

Having a
community  
is having a  
support network
ERIKA HELSTROM
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Poets Corner
An apple orchard full of mud 
A land of sheep and tractors 
A little girl in welly boots 
That girl was Amy Johnson 

A pioneer
An aviator 
She loved a good adventure.

She climbed into a gipsy 
moth 
And with a cupboard full of 
frocks 

Took off!

Carys Brown

MEET YOUR MP!
Coming to Stoke Orchard  

Community Centre 
Week Starting 11th July

If you would like to chat with your  
constituency MP, raise any issues  

or concerns, please join us. 

Dates and times will be confirmed  
closer to the event. Please follow  

social media platforms for further  
information.  

Plenty of parking available. 

Thank you and look forward  
to seeing you!



REMINISCENCES OF 
YESTERYEAR...
The Bellingham family have owned Court Farm since 1936 but it was tenant farmed 
and then during the war completely ploughed up to provide food. 
John Bellingham, who still lives on the farm, remembers coming by train from 
Worcester to Bishops Cleeve station, which was opposite the farm, around 1938 
when he was 8 years old to help out. The Family then moved to the farm in 1949. 
The railway station was still operational at this time and supplies such as fertiliser 
for the farm came by train as well as all the supplies for the Tate and Lyle factory in 
Stoke Orchard. At this time ‘The Park’ (now the entrance to the tip and farm land) as 
it was known was the hub of Stoke Orchard. There were several families living there 
in temporary accommodation (huts) who had been evacuated during the war to 
help on the land. 
During the 1950s John remembers playing football for ‘Stoke Park’ and attending 
the weekly dances held in the Clubhouse. The Clubhouse had changing rooms, a 
skittle alley and a full sized snooker table. There was also a shop on the Park as well 
as a weekly clinic in the old Hospital building. The base was used as an air training 
facility and gliders would regularly be towed up from there. 
John also remembers going to the cinema which was in a Hostel for refugees along 
the old Stoke Road between Stoke Orchard and Bishops Cleeve. Stoke Orchard 
also had a thriving cricket team that had a pitch down Mill Lane in Stoke Orchard 
and then moved to somewhere near where the M5 is now. 
The church was also important to village life and John started to help with the 
maintenance of the Churchyard in 1949. He was still cutting the grass and trimming 
hedges until approx 3 years ago at the age of 92



Stoke Orchard  
Community Centre

Mon ZUMBA
9.30 – 10.30AM
michelle.darnell@btinternet.com

GREEN TREE YOGA
7 – 8PM
info@greentreeyoga.co.uk

Tues PILATES BY 
CHARLOTTE
9.30 – 10.30AM
pilatesbycharlotte@ 
gmail.com

CHILL DANCE
4.30 – 5.25PM
Contact Chloe  
07972 350896

U3A ART 
APPRECIATION
19/8/25 
2 – 4PM

CHILL  
DANCE
8PM
Contact Chloe  
07972 350896

TRED TRAINING 
KETTLERCISE
6.30PM
HOG PILATES
7.20PM
tredtraining@ 
outlook.com

Weds STOKE ORCHARD BABY & 
TODDLER GROUP
9.30 – 11.00AM

DRAMA TOTS INTRODUCTION SESSION
August 6th, 1 - 2PM  •  www.dramatots.co.uk
Classes start September

Thur CROCHET WORKSHOP
10.45AM – 12.15PM 
07951 391449

U3A SCIENCE 
GROUP
7/8/25, 2 – 4PM

CHILL DANCE
5.45PM
Contact Chloe  07972 350896

Fri GRAVITY FITNESS - PILATES
9.30 – 10.30AM
gravityfitness@live.co.uk

NHS GIVE BLOOD 
DONATION SERVICE
August 22nd 2025

Sat

Sun TRED TRAINING  
KETTLE BELL HIIT  9AM
BODY WEIGHT HIIT  9.30AM
tredtraining@outlook.com

August 2025 Class Timetable
Please contact the class instructors for more details.

REQUEST FOR HELP AND DONATIONS
TRUSSELL TRUST TEWKESBURY shopping list for food bank.  
As we are able to shop at places like Bookers, a monetary  
donation would be much appreciated right now. 
BACS details are as follows: Tewkesbury Foodbank,  
sort code 30-91-87, account no 52870560

Recycling & Waste Collection Dates for August 2025  –  Stoke Orchard & Tredington

	 BLUE	 Thursday 7th	 Thursday 21st	 Thursday 4th Sept

	 GREEN	 Thursday 14th 	 Friday 29th	 Thursday 11th Sept



TREDINGTON & STOKE ORCHARD WI  are visiting The Walled Garden at 
Croome  Park on August 29th instead of our usual meeting. Please meet at the 
venue at 11am for a 90 minute guided tour. Cost is £20 a head which includes the 
tour plus a finger buffet & coffee /tea. Parking will be at the main National trust 
centre car park.
Date for your diary:  On Saturday, September 6th we are holding a  
Fundraising Bingo Evening at Stoke Orchard Community Centre starting at 
7,30pm. Tickets are £10 which includes one book  & nibbles.  Tickets are available 
from Gill (07891 437335) or Julie Stagg.
Our July meeting was The UK major heists and “The geezers that did em”.  
Well I’m surprised anybody wanted to live in London with all those bad boys. There 
seemed to be so many and our speaker was certainly full of information. I’m sure he 
could have kept talking for hours. We welcomed two visitors who hopefully will join 
us. Vikki made us a beautiful cake to have with our coffee. 
The next meeting will be in September as we have a summer break in August. It is 
on Tuesday 9th, 7.30pm in Tredington Village Hall. The speaker will be Ian Boskett 
talking about the Ashchurch to Tewkesbury Railway. Visitors welcome, come and 
see if you would like to join our WI. 
The WI has organised a Bingo evening on Saturday 6th September, 7.30 – 
10pm. This is being held in Stoke Orchard Hall. Tickets £10.00 for adults, £5.00 for 
under 14s. This includes a book of 12 games and nibbles. 
For tickets please ring Julie 07477 288261 or Gill 07891 437335. Everyone 
welcome. 
Uckington and Elmstone Hardwicke are having a meeting on 6 th October  
at 2.30pm. This will be what sounds like an interesting talk about the GCHQ 
Archives. To be held in Uckington village hall and visitors most welcome.  
Cost £4.00 per person.

TREDINGTON & STOKE ORCHARD GARDENING CLUB are taking a break in 
August but will meet again in Tredington village Hall on Monday, September 15th  
at 7.30pm.

Tredington & Stoke Orchard 
News for August 2025



Calling all Volunteers!
We need your help to get our community 

playpark and centre looking great!
Jobs include:

•  Playpark prep for new surfacing   
•  Painting the glider  •  Weeding, litter picking   

•  Putting up signs

A million thanks...
Jim Gilson who regularly plants bulbs and does impromptu litter picking  
with his wife Ann. Bill and Terry Holden undertake littering picking, have 

trimmed around the village gates and cleared the Chapel Walk style.  
They also help keep the verges near their house tidy and have planted  

these areas up with their neighbours at the end of Banady Lane. 
Peter Bryenton reattached a sign and repaired two loose timbers on the 

Chapel Orchard fencing. Steve Darnell for his litter picking across the  
Parish. Paddy Grimshaw for her care of the Tredington phone box.

If anyone would like to look after an area near  
their house or undertake a small repair/tidy up  
job you’ve noticed needs doing, please just let  
us know (in case there’s anything we need to  
make you aware of). We’re so appreciative of  
any help! 

Many years ago, we had an army of volunteers to 
help get the play park prepped for the arrival of 
the glider, we had a great response and now fast 
forward many years, we need your help again!

The children have had many hours of play and  
love the park but its needs a spruce up. We are 
planning to get together on a Sunday morning  
in September, time and date to  
be confirmed. If you can let  
a hand, please let us know  
via dropping us an email 
info@stokeorchard or via  
the Community Centre 
Facebook page.

Thank you!

Cllr Gilder 
pampering the 
orchard trees with 
some very well 
rotted manure



Stoke Orchard and Tredington Community Speed Watch

Brake’s campaign priorities 
Default 20mph speed limits on all roads in built-up areas  
across the UK  –  In 2022, 593 people died on urban roads in 
Britain, including 385 pedestrians and 91 cyclists. Thousands  
more were seriously injured [1]. Reducing default speed limits to 
20mph on roads in built-up areas will save lives, reduce severe 
injuries and help more people walk and wheel in safety.
Progressive licensing to safeguard young and newly qualified drivers  –  In 2022, 
4,959 people were killed or seriously injured from a crash involving a young driver 
[2]. A progressive licensing system with minimum periods for learning, enhanced 
testing and training, and measures to reduce the risks associated with carrying peer-
age passengers and driving at night, could reduce the number of deaths and injuries 
involving young drivers by 20–40%.
Zero-tolerance on drink-driving  –  Every year,  
more than 200 people die in drink-driving incidents 
on UK roads and a further 1,600 are seriously 
injured [3]. England and Wales have the highest 
maximum drink-driving limits in Europe, including 
for commercial drivers. We want to change that and 
make drink-driving a thing of the past.
All new vehicles to have life-saving technology fitted as standard  –  There is no 
good reason for any new vehicle to be built without the latest-generation, life-saving 
vehicle safety technology outlined in the General Safety Regulations. In the UK, we 
helped shape these regulations, which have now been adopted in the EU and Northern 
Ireland [4]. Now it’s time for us to raise the standard in Britain.
All organisations to be required to monitor and report on incidents involving  
work vehicles  –  Work-related road traffic collisions are estimated to contribute to a 
third of UK road deaths (565 people) and a fifth of serious injuries (5,620 people) [5], 
yet there is no requirement for organisations to report incidents and near misses to the 
Health and Safety Executive. We’re calling for change that requires all organisations to 
report incidents within the existing RIDDOR system.

Brake – The Road Safety Charity  •  www.brake.org.uk

References
1.	 Department for Transport (2023) Reported road casualties Great Britain, annual report: 2022 and supporting data sets.
2.	 Department for Transport (2024) Reported road casualties Great Britain: Younger driver factsheet, 2023
3.	 Department for Transport (2023) Reported road casualties Great Britain, annual report: 2022 and supporting data sets.
4.	 European Commission (2022) New rules to improve road safety and enable fully driverless vehicles in the EU
5.	� Ward, H., Christie, N., Walton, B. (2020) Driving for work A strategic review of risks associated with cars and light vans and implications for 

policy and practice



Finnick House  |  Longhill  |  Cheltenham  |  Gloucestershire  |  GL51 9TB

01242 518191   |   sales@typecraft.co.uk   |   www.typecraft.co.uk

Print. It’s what we do.

Support  
  local !

You’ll find us just 
down the road!

Fast, friendly and reliable print and design  

solutions at a price to suit all budgets.

Brochures  |  Invites  |  Posters  |  Flyers  |  Order of Services  

Banners  |  Business Cards  |  Design  |  Artwork


